# 1 – 10/29/1985

Feel Like A Stranger, Friend Of The Devil, Minglewood Blues, Bird Song, Hell In A Bucket-> Deal Mississippi Half Step-> Franklin's Tower-> Lost Sailor-> Saint Of Circumstance-> Crazy Fingers-> Drums-> The Wheel-> The Other One-> Wharf Rat-> Johnny B. Goode, E: Brokedown Palace

Well here it is, by request!! A weekly tradition that hopefully as a group effort we can continue for weeks to come. 
I got a call from Oprah this afternoon, she'd read about our idea and was so excited, she wanted to personally drop by and check out this show with me over a few bowls. Who knew she was a Deadhead?? 
So - 10/29/85. Other than being one of the first shows from 1985 I collected (talkin bout 40K MP3 from deadshow.com in 1997!!) and that it remains one of my favorites from this year - this show fits some other good criteria for a weekly pick. 
Amazingly, this is not a show that's widely known and traded, or at least it tends to get lost in the shuffle of what was admittedly, a year "jam" full of great shows, 1985. 
My old battered Deadbase 9 doesn't even list it at all in the survey top 40 picks for that year?? Although 11/1 and 10/28 do get mention. And of course many of the June 85 shows that we all know and love. 
So rather than pick a no-brainer like 6/15/85, I decided to go with this gem that hopefully will be new to some of you. The link to stream and details are here - 
http://www.archive.org/details/gd85-10-29.sbd.hinko.21533.sbeok.shnf 

1985, a year when after slowly building steam with a new keyboard player, and new material they had finally arrived at, or perhaps climbed beyond the pinnacle they had reached in 1977. Since the fall shows of 1980, with a few lapses here and there, every year had been getting better and better. Longer jams, spine-shaking B-3 playing from Brent, more inventive set lists and even, if only briefly - the return of St. Stephen (10/83) and Dark Star (7/84). Any of you who attended the 85 summer tour knows that the old magic was afoot in those days, yes indeedy. 
It is interesting to speculate, that if it hadn't been for Garcia's coma the following summer, and if the band had continued on the lightning bolt of inspiration they were on in 1985 - who knows to what heights they would have ascended to by late 86-87?? As it was, IMHO, they didn't quite solidly achieve the same quality of groove again until 1989. 
But I digress! There are places that the Dead loved to play. Venues that, when you see the name, you don't even have to look at the setlist - you KNOW the show is great. the Spectrum, The Greek, and the Fox Theater in Atlanta. The Dr. has been to this venue years ago, and let me tell you - it's so intimate, it's like the Dead playing in your living room, with extra seats. 
One clue to watch for is when Jerry chooses to play songs similar or identical to the songs he plays with the JGB - you know he's driving the train tonight. 10/29/85 is just such a show. A more rocked out style of FOTD here in Set One, different from the reggae style versions in other years. The harmonies are very nice indeed. A hot Minglewood follows, and then the centerpiece - a lovely and laid back 11 minute Bird Song. Set One ends with a blazing Deal. Due to equipment difficulties, the set is a bit short. But don't worry, they make up for it in Set Two - in spades! 
The short Space Jam into Half Step is really unique, and signals that this will be no ordinary Set Two. A lively Half Step is paired with Franklin's, a great combo that would soon be replaced by 1989 with Stranger>Franklin's, which can also be good, but I like it paired with Half Step better. This kicks off what can only be described as a "dream set", with one jam song leading seemlessly into the next. I would have to go back to 7/18/76, or perhaps 1977 to find another set as wonderfully played with so much momentum - each jam just getting more intense. Bobby delivers a great Sailor>Saint that's everything you want it to be - mystical, poetic and transcendent with some great etherial keyboard work from Brent. Jerry just rips the roof off the place with his leads on Sailor, watch your heads! A soulful Crazy Fingers follows, then an 8 minute jam into Drums - another little unique nugget in this show. 
Space is weirder than poop, so look out. Mickey takes the "Bar", and sends it straight thru your brain, then Jerry lays out some very phased out guitar leads, creating a Dark Star type of ambiance. Then all descends into chaos before we hear those low twangs from Jerry, signalling The Wheel. 
They take their time jamming into it, then give us an inspired, if short version before jumping off into a blazing Other One. The Wharf Rat is chilling - listen to the reverb in the hall on the vocals!! And Brokedwon for an encore??!! 
Flip me over, I'm baked, grilled and deep fried! 
Well that's it boys and girls. Hope you enjoy this great show as much as I do. Stay tuned next week, same channel when I pull out one of the Dr.'s all time Top Ten Shows from the 70's!! Gotta go, Oprah is in the kitchen raiding my refrigerator! 
cheers, 
Dr. Flashback :-)
# 2 – 02/24/1974 

U.S. Blues, Mexicali Blues, Brown Eyed Women, Beat It On Down The Line, Candyman, Jack Straw, China Cat Sunflower-> I Know You Rider, El Paso, Loser, Playin' In The Band Cumberland Blues, It Must Have Been The Roses, Big River, Bertha, Weather Report Suite Prelude-> Weather Report Suite Part 1-> Let It Grow-> Row Jimmy-> Ship of Fools, Promised Land, Dark Star-> Morning Dew, Sugar Magnolia, Not Fade Away-> Goin' Down The Road Feelin' Bad-> Not Fade Away, E: It's All Over Now Baby Blue
Hello intrepid listeners, back again for this week's Oprah's pick. I thought I'd post on Wed and give people a chance to listen and post over the weekend, cool? 
Well, what can you say? Once in a while, you have to actually pull out some of the golden chestnuts, the Titans - and dust them off, crank it up and see if they really are still as good as you thought. This is one that never disappoints me, and reaffirms just why 1974 was such a landmark year. So - as Rod Serling would say, "submitted for your approval" - 2/24/74 Winterland! A show that's sure to please almost everybody. Go to the show here - 
http://www.archive.org/details/gd74-02-24.sbd.windsor.199.sbefail.shnf 

You could consider these 3 Winterland shows as sort of the end of the 1973 tour - since they didn't do a New Year's show, and one could argue that the cosmic steamroller we know as 1974 didn't really begin in earnest until the May shows three months later. 
Certainly the first two nights show some signs of some rustiness due to taking two months off, even though both 2/22 and 2/23 have their amazing moments. But by tonight, the Dead had fully recharged and clearly show they're ready to pick up the bus where they left off – that is, the mind boggling jams of Boston 12/2/73, Cleveland 12/6/73 and the two Florida shows on Dec. 18th and 19th. 
One of the main factors for me in rating a top show is not only great playing and jamming, but also the overall strength of the set lists. A great 2nd Set jam but lots of weak songs doesn't quite make it for me for a top 10 show. And that's one main reason this show is such a sparkler - every song is a winner, even Bobby's cowboy songs are on tonight. Plus, this show is nearly a perfect photo album of their whole career; a well sampled mix from the early days (Morning Dew) the Pig years (NFA>GDTRFB) American Beauty (Candyman, Sugar Mag) Workingman's (Cumberland) Wake of the Flood (Row Jimmy, Let it Grow) and US Blues and Ship of Fools about to be released on Mars Hotel. 
This is a 4 Disc face-stealing experience, and it really deserves to be heard in its entirety. You know, incense, candles, a couple Of bowls and brews – and let it roll. I don’t recommend trying to stream this at work, ha ha, esp. not the Dark Star. 
For those of you who only have stream access to this show, but your stereo is in the other room – I recommend getting a 30-40 foot cable from Radio Shack, with regular stereo RCA plugs on each end. Then you can also Y connect or adapt this to a stereo mini-plug on the computer end, very easy! 
I won’t spoil the fun for those lucky few who might be new to this show, but just to mention a few standouts – Candyman, a blazing China>Rider and a Playin that remains one of the best of 74. 
The Dark Star>Morning Dew is hands down my favorite for 1974, here in Wall of Sound glory. Jerry kicks off both sets tonight – a good sign? You bet, and the Cumberland will make you forget all other versions. "Bluegrass on acid". Go check out the reviews, too. They're a real hoot. Hope you folks enjoy this special show as much as I do. 
Cheers, 
Dr. Flashback :-)
# 3 – 10/02/1977
Casey Jones, Jack Straw, Sunrise, Brown Eyed Women, El Paso, Dupree's Diamond Blues, Let It Grow, Deal Samson & Delilah-> Scarlet Begonias-> Fire On The Mountain, Finiculi Finicula, Playin' In The Band-> Drums-> The Wheel-> Truckin'-> The Other One-> Wharf Rat-> Sugar Magnolia, E: Johnny B. Goode

http://www.archive.org/details/gd77-10-02.sbd.unknown.278.sbeok.shnf
Hey everybody. Well the Wayback Bus will soon be taking off for other decades, both near and far. But before we do, I just can't leave the 70's quite yet. Not before we pull another classic off the shelf - especially since we're coming up on the 29th anniversary of this show. So picture this - the Dead were just finishing a four stop tour of the beautiful Northwest. With the last two in Portland, I'd say there's a good chance Kesey was on board too. So the Dead are in high spirits. The theater is the wonderful old Parmount Theater, the night is cool and crisp, the stars twinkle extra brightly and there's wood smoke in the air. The trees are ablaze with color, and so is your mind!!! This show is one of those special nights where the Dead and the fans were in the right place at the right time. Not a stressed out stadium show, not in blazing summer heat or some crummy gymnasium (see 2/27/77). And, like so many 1977 shows, Set One is played to near perfection. Not as ambitious perhaps as the first sets from Winterland in Feb or June, but full of high energy and well crafted songs. 
Jerry is having such a good time, he decides to pull out two retired war horses from the bag - and kicks off the show with the first Casey Jones since October 1974. Listen to Jerry sing - "at a quarter to ten you know it's trippin again" in the first verse. I swear!!! Then he reaches even "further" back into the mists and conjures up - Dupree's!!! Not since F***ing 1969!!! Okay, as Sherlock would say, the game's afoot. Listen to the vocals here - even Donna does a great job. Bobby rises to the challenge and delivers a great version of Let it Grow. Jerry just fires off rippling guitar leads during the jams, and what a great tone he's getting tonight. A slammin Deal closes the set. And if it seems somewhat less than absolutely awe-inspiring, just wait - the best is yet to come. Yep, you bet. 
Okay, are you sitting down? You won't be by the time they kick into Fire, believe me! The boys proceed to play 
what I have described fondly as a "dream set" (see also 5/4/77 and 5/25/77) where they basically say, "F***K it, let's just play EVERYTHING!" In my review I state that only a Dark Star could improve this set, if that gives you an idea. 
Just looking at it on the page makes your eyeballs spin - Samson, Scarlet>Fire, Playin>Drums>Wheel>Truckin> 
Other One>Wharf Rat>Sugar Mag. Words can't begin to do this set justice, so I'll end here and surrender my senses to the jams. You've heard May 1977, and you've heard the great Nov shows. Now put on your boogie shoes and get ready to re-discover another 1977 classic. One of my top ten for the year. See if you don't agree. 
enjoy and share this gem, 

Dr. Flashback

# 4 –  02/22/1969
Dupree's Diamond Blues-> Mountains Of The Moon-> Dark Star-> Cryptical Envelopment-> Drums-> The Other One-> Cryptical Envelopment-> Death Don't Have No Mercy Doin' That Rag-> Saint Stephen-> The Eleven-> Turn On Your Love Light

Okay hungry streamers - here's your weekly dose from the Doctor! A real dream show, in more ways than one. The Dream Bowl Vallejo, CA 2/22/69. 
http://www.archive.org/details/gd69-02-22.sbd.owen.7860.sbeok.shnf 

This is the second night, and 2/21 is also worth getting BTW. Not quite as special as tonight though, as you'll hopefully discover. 
For those of you who are used to 1974 Wall of Sound quality, or need long Scarlet>Fire jams to dance to, this may not be your show. Although I have to say that this new version is a big improvement over my previous copy (less hiss). 
However, if you can handle primal, in your face, pure cosmic 
Kool Aid with no training wheels and no safety net Grateful Dead - this is the show you've been waiting for. Performances like this created the legend we now know as the Grateful Dead. To say Jerry is inspired tonight is a lame understatement. Listen to Death Don't. To quote Stan Lee - Nuff said. 
As I've said before, early 1969 is where it's at. By the summer, they begin to experiment with other songs, and rely perhaps too much on Lovelight as the main jam vehicle (some as long as 30 minutes) to the detriment of the more cerebral and vanguard psychedelic music produced from Jan 1969 through April. It's no mystery why they released the Feb-Mar 
box set - it's the cream of the year. 
Just browse the shows (what's left) from this period. ALL these Feb shows are great (also the released 2/11 Fillmore show with Janis) and the April Avalon shows along with the 3 Boston shows in late April - these shows basically write the book on 1969. 
A show maybe some of you have not heard, and hopefully someone can do a seed torrent on this new Owen version soon. 
I won't even begin to try and comment on each song here. I've already said all that words can do in my review at the show's link page above, and besides, I'm trying to listen to this Dark Star with the other side of my brain!! 
Hope you all enjoy this show. 
Peace and love to all, hope the 1969 spirit can shine through for you, 
Dr. Flashback :-)
# 5 –  08/03/1982
Mississippi Half Step-> Franklin's Tower-> Minglewood Blues, Peggy-O, El Paso, Cumberland Blues, Althea-> Cassidy-> Big Railroad Blues, Women Are Smarter, Might As Well Shakedown Street-> Samson & Delilah, To Lay Me Down-> Let It Grow-> Drums-> He's Gone-> The Other One-> Stella Blue-> Sugar Magnolia, E: Casey Jones

Well I'm back, with another great show for you all. Your pleas for early 80's have not fallen on deaf ears, no dear friends. 
The early 80's have many strong points to their credit, not the least of which is Jerry's relatively good health and energy. But also, songs like Sailor>Saint, Althea, and Shakedown were still fairly new and fresh for the band to explore. 
However, delving into the 80's, at least this early period has one serious drawback and that is lack of good SBD's without a million patches, or even an existing SBD at all. However, we all have our favorite 80's shows that are so special, we gladly endure the multi-gens, the missing first sets, the patches and other glitches. 
I will, very soon pick an 80's show that is a pristine SBD, just to satisfy the audiophiles. Probably gonna have to be 1989 but we'll see. 
But for now, if you can overlook all the repair work and patches that this show contains - I think you'll agree it has to be one of the best for 1982 in terms of the playing. 
A special show for many people who were there, and a very special venue - 8/3/82 at the Starlight Theater !!! 
By all accounts, Jerry's birthday show the night before was kinda lackluster. So they decide to make up for it this evening - in spades. 
They blast out of the gate with Half Step>Franklin's which builds to an even hotter Minglewood. Garcia delivers a heartfelt Peggy-O, then a speedy Cumberland really puts things into 4th gear. Jerry's pickin, you're grinnin and now it's already looking like a not-so-ordinary show. Althea is slow and funky, with some tasty guitar from Jerry at the end. Bobby delivers an energetic Cassidy, the jams are short, but Jerry manages to rip off some sparks. Then a rare first set Woman Smarter gives him the chance to stretch out a bit. All in all, a well played set. Not very jammy but full of energy and no dumb songs! 
Okay, are you ready? Here comes - Shakedown! 14 minutes worth. Although there are versions from 1981 and even 1990 that I think are awfully strong, this one really is a gem from this period. Just the right tempo, just the right groove. Brent's keyboard work is excellent here, and Garcia makes the guitar walk and talk. And I never liked Samson much until Brent came along with the B-3. This song is Gospel in its glory! Then Jerry brings us back to pathos with a RARE Lay Me Down, beautifully sung, followed by an also rare second set Let it Grow! Jerry, Brent and Bobby start a 3 way jam after Drums that's unique and fascinating. 
Later, an OTO tease makes you think - but then Jerry turns on a dime and pulls out He's Gone. Wow. Even though The Other One and Stella Blue following are killer in their own right, it's He's Gone that's THE highlight of this show for me. Forget about Europe 72. I'm serious. Jerry's singing is spot on, and his gorgeous, ringing leads just burst forth like rainbow laser beams. The extended call-and-response at the end really gets down to the bare "bones" of this tune. 
The Staple Singers - eat your heart out! This is wailing at the graveyard under a full moon, hootchie coochie to the max! 
This is a Matrix show, one of the first matrix SBD's I collected and liked. Just enough AUD to "be there", very nice indeed. I hope you enjoy. 

FALL HARVEST BONUS!!! 
Okay, since this show had so many patches, and since sooooo many of you love 1982, and since this show, being a partial, would never get picked by itself for a TO's Pick - and, since if I was gonna release this as GDP might, I could easily include a 4th disc with part of another night -  here we go. 
Oprah's Bonus Disc!! 
9/17/82 - Portland, Maine 
High Time, Estimated Prophet-> Eyes Of The World-> Drums-> Spanish Jam-> The Other One-> Goin' Down The Road Feelin' Bad-> Morning Dew-> Sugar Magnolia, E: U.S. Blues

The SBD only exists for Set Two, and then missing the first two songs. Bummer, right?? Wrong! 
The rest of Set Two is undoubtedly one of the crown jewels of 1982, hands down. And even better because, at first glance, it doesn't seem like a very special setlist. No Shakedown, no Scarlet>Fire, no Playin. But...., but - 
Not only is the Estimated>Eyes just off the map, but after Drums, it's Jerry all the way home with Spanish Jam>Other One>GDTRFB landing you in a soul-shaking Morning Dew!! 
Hopefully someone can seed this torrent, because many younger heads might not know about this one. 
Enjoy folks, and see you next week!! 
Dr. Flashback :-) 
here are the links to stream. The Dr. recommends Musicmatch. 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd82-08-03.matrix.chappell.30705.sbeok.flacf 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd82-09-17.pset2-sbd.fishman.18105.sbeok.shnf
# 6 – 06/14/1976

Cold Rain & Snow, Mama Tried, Row Jimmy, Cassidy, Brown Eyed Women, Big River, Might As Well, Lazy Lightning-> Supplication, Tennessee Jed, Playin' In The Band The Wheel, Samson & Delilah, High Time, The Music Never Stopped, Crazy Fingers-> Dancin' In The Streets-> Cosmic Charlie-> Help On The Way-> Slipknot!-> Franklin's Tower-> Around & Around, E: U.S. Blues

For those of you who are hungry for the great classics, hang on. Remember, I haven't picked anything from 71, 72 or 73 yet. As they say in Jamaica, "soon come, mon." 
But this ESB Pale Ale and fresh lime squeezes have gotten me 
into a summertime mood. So before the first frost really puts an end to warm sunny days for good - get out your favorite sun hat, your shorts and tie-dye one more time. And set the wayback machine for 30 years ago - 1976!!! 
Not everyone's favorite year, I know. But if you're hip to opening your mind to a different side of the Dead, if you can listen with one ear in 1969 and the other in 1977, then you'll gonna enjoy this show. 
What a hodgepodge of songs! From the old days - Dancin, Cosmic Charlie, Cold Rain and High Time. Plus one of the last of the first set Playin's of this period. And then one of the most well-jammed Help>Slipknot>Franklin's of this year. 
The Set Two is just "jam" packed. Beginning with Music, it's one long Jerry fest. Sure, some songs are a little slower than in 1977. But the intensity and conviction more than compensate for the slower tempos. 
1976, as many old time Dead collectors know, is an acquired taste, when the group was re-inventing their sound, trying new setlist combinations and basically getting their groove back. Some nights they sounded plodding and uninspired. But when they got it right, boy did they ever get it right! 
After Drums and a great Dancin>Cosmic Charlie combo, you'd think the show was gonna wind down, right? Wrong! The Help>Slipknot will absolutely steal your face! Really different and experimental from the 1977 versions and well worth the journey. 
Picking 7/18/76 or 12/31 would have been a real no-brainer. And all the St. Stephen's freaks always pick 6/15, which is also a great show. But the name of this game, sometimes - is to turn you on to new ways of listening and appreciating this immortal mythical experience we call the Grateful Dead. 
So crank this one up and discover a new groove! A great show for a car trip with your favorite travelling companion and a couple of big fatties, enjoying the beautiful fall colors. One of the Dr.'s top ten for the year. Jerry loved playing the Beacon Theater, and it shows (notice all the JGB Beacon dates). If you like 1977, and who doesn't - this is how they got there folks. Enjoy - you Might As Well !! 
cheers, 
Dr. Flashback :-) 
http://www.archive.org/details/gd76-06-14.sbd.hollister.13966.sbeok.shnf

This post was modified by dr. flashback on 2006-10-18 06:44:20
# 7 – 10/31/1991
Help On The Way-> Slipknot!-> Franklin's Tower, Little Red Rooster, Loser, Just Like Tom Thumb's Blues, Let It Grow Scarlet Begonias-> Fire On The Mountain, Truckin'-> Spoonful*, Dark Star*, Drums-> Jam**-> Dark Star*-> The Last Time*, Standing On the Moon-> Throwing Stones-> Not Fade Away, E: Werewolves of London*

Well I know a bunch of you have been jones-ing for some 1991. So here we go, FURTHUR into the post-Brent years. I must admit, I am a late convert to ANY Dead show past 1989. The shows I attended in 91, many were already showing signs of a changing scene - more local drunk rowdies, more bad vibes and shakedown getting more hard core. Finally in 1992 I quit for good, after purchasing a blank sheet of paper that was supposed to have a certain ingredient it did not, in fact, contain. :-( 
But I digress. At the time, the music from that time period seemed good, but not very special compared to early 80's or 70's. And I thought Bruce Hornsby was too "square" to play with the Dead. 
My, my how the years can change your perspective!!! I now own nearly every SBD from 90 and 91 - and one of those years frequently is now in my player as I work at the computer! Bruce of course, is great, and somehow with 2 keyboard players Hornsby holds Vince in check, and they compliment each other well. 
Clearly, the post Brent period was, at first, a resurrection for Jerry. He lost weight. He played with Grisman again. He fell in love. 
You all know the shows - or you should! The Madison SG run in Sept 90. The Europe tour in the fall. The Shoreline 1991 run. Some of the finest stuff they ever did. 
I can criticise these shows (theoretically) for not sounding like 1972, or 1977. But I can't fault them at all for not having intensity, passion and excellence. Even moments where magical, mysterious things happen, like the old days. 

This show is one of those. Halloween, full tilt all the way!! When I was a kid - our Moms would let us stay out and Trick or Treat for HOURS (safe suburb)until our bags were just jam full of EVERYTHING. Just like this show!! 
Any show that starts with Help>Slipknot gets my vote immediately, and the list just gets more amazing from there on in. Let it Grow, Scarlet> Fire, Truckin - and of course, a double dip of Dark Star!! 
The Space is weirder than all getout, so your Grandma may freak out. If you don't know the story behind Ken Kesey's rap here, go to the reviews and read about it. Suffice to say, that it's about using music and joy to transform the experience of tragedy and death into something positive and life-affirming. 
These are dark days before the election, maybe a little Halloween voodoo is just the prescription for re-kindling the fire and spirit in all of us. Think of this show as a musical cedar smudge stick, if you can dig it. 
A show that's guaranteed to put a candle inside your head and carve a big grin onto your face!!! 
Happy Halloween everybody, 
Dr. Flashback :-) 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd91-10-31.sbd.gardner.2897.sbeok.shnf
# 8 – 09/28/1972

Truckin', Loser, Beat It On Down The Line, Brown Eyed Women, Mexicali Blues, Mississippi Half Step, Black Throated Wind, Don't Ease Me In, Big River, Tennessee Jed, Promised Land, China Cat Sunflower-> I Know You Rider, Playin' In The Band Bertha-> Greatest Story Ever Told, Brokedown Palace, Me & My Uncle, Ramble On Rose, El Paso, He's Gone-> The Other One-> Me And Bobby McGee-> The Other One-> Wharf Rat, Sugar Magnolia, Not Fade Away-> Goin' Down The Road Feelin' Bad-> Not Fade Away

Finally, after time warping through the decades, we land the bus in the Dr.'s favorite year - 1972. Really a tough job deciding which one to put in the spotlight, but somebody's gotta do it, heh heh. Also tough because so many I would love to pick aren't here, and we want to stay within streaming access for those who don't own the SBD's already. Here are some of the best OPicks we won't be featuring from 1972. In loving memory of - 

5/3/72 - Paris. A great and somewhat overlooked show. Packed with almost every song they know, 3 discs of solid music. Up tempo and full of energy playing from note one. The Other One> Bobby McGee> Other One sandwich is awe-inspiring. 

5/10/72 - Amsterdam. Hah hah. You just know they .......... Anyhow, overshadowed by the next night's Olympian show, nevertheless this is a powerful show. Very long and very inspired esp. the Other One, maybe the best of the tour. Seriously. Includes the "He's Gone" from the album!! 

5/23/72 - the first night at the Lyceum. Another long show, 4 discs worth. Killer Set One. Then they waste no time in Set Two - Ramble On, and then BANG - Dark Star>Morning Dew. Heavy competition with 5/26/72. 

So - we turn to the fall, which is just cram full of amazing shows. My advice, if you wanna know why I like 1972 so much - is to start with the September shows, and stream a show a day all the way through the Dec Winterland shows. You'll rarely be disappointed. 

At the end of September, after playing what many consider to be some of their best ever shows (up to that time) - 8/27, 9/17 and 9/21, they land for three nights at the Stanley Theatre in Jersey. And here's where Dick may have for once missed his pick? 9/27 is indeed a great show, but in the opinion of many who've had a chance to compare - the 9/28 show trumps it overall. This is the last of a 3 night run, and they really give it all they've got. 
This show contains all the elements that make 1972 special for me. 
1. A great and varied song list. Many of the songs from Europe 72, plus some more like Brokedown and Playin. 
2. That gutsy, blues/country sound that they (and Jerry's guitar at the time) could achieve on songs like Big River, Don't Ease and He's Gone. Even without Pigpen, the edge is still there. 
3. Keith's big Grand piano sound. 
4. Incredible, long and exploratory jams!! 
5. Very polished playing with a tight, 5 piece ensemble. 

Now - this show has some flaws so don't complain. Truckin is sadly missing altogether. I wonder if Bobby remembered the lyrics?? And Loser has some bad mix problems. But by the time you get to BIODTL, it's already clear they are here to rock out the place. All the songs that follow are played with drive and energy - a really hot first set. B.E. Women, Tenn Jed, Big River are all exciting. What could possibly end the set except a great PLayin with Jerry on the wah?!! 
Set Two is just one face stealer after another - Bertha, Brokedown, Ramble On, He's Gone and an epic 20 minute Other One. 
For a long time many of us had to be content with only Set Two, until the whole show finally appeared on LAMA. If you were lucky enough to get the complete SBD version, consider yourself, well, lucky! 
For those whose are concerned about sound quality, this one should make you happy. Plenty of Phil, plenty of Jerry. Not much hiss. 
Hope you like this show as much as I do! This complete version may not have been up very long on LAMA before the take-down, so maybe this can be seeded for those in need. 
cheers, 
Dr. Flashback :-) 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd72-09-28.sbd.bill.12657.sbeok.shnf
# 9 – 10/04/1980

Deep Elem Blues, The Race is On, It Must Have Been The Roses, Monkey & The Engineer, Rosalie McFall, Dark Hollow, To Lay Me Down, On The Road Again, Ain't No Lie-> Ripple Alabama Getaway-> Greatest Story Ever Told, Candyman, Mama Tried-> Mexicali Blues, High Time, Passenger, Althea, Little Red Rooster, Ramble On Rose, Let It Grow-> Deal Feel Like A Stranger-> Franklin's Tower-> Estimated Prophet-> Eyes Of The World-> Drums-> Not Fade Away-> Wharf Rat-> I Need A Miracle-> Johnny B. Goode, E:Uncle John's Band-> E: One More Saturday Night

Well the Dr. is in a rare mood tonight, you may guess why at your leisure. Time to pull out another personal favorite, from one of the Dead's most classic long runs. And I do mean long! Of course, I'm talking about the Warfield run in 1980. Famous in part for the brief return of the acoustic Dead, and many of these acoustic sets are sweet indeed. You can find a few of these at Gum Drop Live (right past the hash brownie house and the GingerDead man!). 
1980 is a challenging year to pick from. Not only is it not one of their stronger years overall (although it has its share of great shows). But also, as many of you know, there are so many 1980 shows with patches and AUD portions, cuts, splices and dices. 
So after careful listening all week to 1980, many I had to reject a few picks that just didn't cut the mustard. Though I must admit, I've heard some 1980's era AUD shows that sound as good as the crappy SBD copy. 
But I'm sticking with all SBD for now, when possible. And even this show has some errors, as noted on the TXT. but in general - a monster of a show. 

10/4/80, the eighth night of the run, and the band was hitting their stride. The acoustic set is extra tasty, like lying in the tall grass watching clouds on a summer's day. 
Race is On done unplugged really makes it more of a country song here, and a good version. Then Jerry delivers sparkling versions of Rosalee and To Lay Me Down. And the closing Ripple is right off the record, practically. A stellar ending, and Brent's piano work throughout is excellent if understated. 
A hot Alabama kicks off Set Two. Brent fans - notice he's playing both electric piano AND B3 organ here at the same time!! Candyman is mellow, perhaps a bit too much so, even slower than the album version. But then Bobby kicks up the tempo with an energetic pair of Mama>Mexicali. Then a rare High Time will get you singing along for sure. Passenger - remove all flammable objects from around your speakers first!! Let it Grow, a bit shorter here, but fast and furious. Thoughts of speeding down the interstate with this cranking out of your car stereo will come to mind. Jerry is riding a comet on this one. 
But of course, they save the gravy for the second course. The Stranger>Franklin's duo was fairly common at this point, but this version is really SICK. Indeed - this is the Stranger they used on "Dead Set". Nuff said. If the Franklin's doesn't get your booty moving, better pull your plug! 
The Estimated>Eyes is short but sweet, then Jerry takes things down to a quiet blue Space before the NFA. And the UJB for the encore is all you could ask for. 
A fun show with something for everyone. My copy is the TXT attached below. The link is for the LAMA stream. 
Enjoy Deadfreaks!! 
Dr. Flashback :-) 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd80-10-04.sbd.blanchard.14989.sbeok.shnf
#10 – 06/22/1973
Bertha, Beat It On Down The Line, Deal, Mexicali Blues, Box Of Rain, Bird Song, The Race is On, Sugaree, Looks Like Rain, Row Jimmy, Jack Straw, China Cat Sunflower-> I Know You Rider, Big River, Tennessee Jed, Playin' In The Band Here Comes Sunshine, Promised Land, Brown Eyed Women, El Paso, Black Peter, Greatest Story Ever Told, Big Railroad Blues, He's Gone-> Truckin'-> Nobody's Fault But Mine-> The Other One-> Wharf Rat-> Sugar Magnolia, Casey Jones, E: Johnny B. Goode

Here we go, number 10 already, wow! Had to pull out something really special for this one, and since I've been putting off a 1973 show, well it was time to get down to business, blaze through some Haze and listen to some 1973!! 
I have to say, it's been an interesting experience immersing myself in 1980's thru 1991 shows all summer, with only a few exceptions, never listening to anything before 1979. 
Now - coming back to the classics of 1974 or 1973, I find that they really shine like gems. When the old stuff is all you listen to, you tend to take the quality of those shows for granted almost. 
Not that I haven't come to cherish many of the 80's Greaties, but 1973 is another story. 
Of course I would've loved to pick a Nov 73 show - but since they're not on LAMA any longer, I went in search of another great 73 show that had the added bonus of being somewhat unknown. 
6/22/73 immediately came to mind. While an old favorite among tape trader days, it has since become overshadowed by all the great new 73 SBD's available in the past few years. 
But what a monster show - 4 CD's worth of primo playing. And what DON"T they play tonight?? 
Bird Song, PLayin, BE Women, Box of Rain, Sugaree, Jack Straw, China>Rider, Tenn Jed, Black Peter, He's Gone, Truckin - - can I stop now?? 
The song selection, the heart and soul of a show, is always a big factor for me. And this one really fills the bill. 
Okay - what's the down side you say? 
Naturally, like many shows from this period of 73 - it has cuts and splices. Many in fact. Can you deal with that?? I hope so, because except for these "speed bumps" now and then, this show is one incredible ride. And the new cleaned up version found here is certainly a big improvement over the old tapes I had heard years ago. As I say in my review, the AUD portion of the end of the Other One is so seamless, and the quality so good, that by the time you get to this part of the 30 minute brain-toaster, it just sounds like you suddenly floated to the ceiling for awhile !! 

Set One starts off a little shaky, the usual mix problems, but then they lay down a Box of Rain that lets you know - ZAP - the magic is now ON, and warp drive is engaged! A 16 minute Bird Song that's just about as good as it gets. China Cat is like standing under a waterfall of notes, and Rider grooves like a Swiss watch. 
And by the way, did you know P.N.E. actually stood for - 
Playin Nirvana Experience ?? This one is one of the best under-rated versions of the year. See if you don't agree, after you recover! 
Set Two is just over the top. No matter what your favorite song is - they play it, except for Dark Star. Well, who's complaining? I'm having too much fun getting into this show now - so I'm gonna stop and say, just go read my review. Or better yet - just go crank up this show!! 
Have fun kids, 
Dr. Flashback :-) 

http://www.archive.org/details/gd73-06-22.sbd.cribbs.17270.sbeok.shnf
#11 – 99/99/9999

