In early 1958, The Quarry Men were joined by an even younger musician who had befriended McCartney on their daily bus route from suburban Speke to Liverpool. George Harrison was born on Feb. 24, 1943. Like his future colleague Lennon, he was a horrendous student who affected Teddy boy garb. As mesmerized by Donegan and skiffle as his contemporaries, he took up the guitar in 1956. Agonizingly teaching the instrument to himself, he took pickers like Carl Perkins and Chet Atkins as his models. The taciturn young musician was introduced to The Quarry Men in late 1957. Over the initial objections of Lennon, who had undisguised contempt for the much younger guitarist, Harrison gradually ingratiated himself into the group.

Not long after Harrison began playing with The Quarry Men, an incident that bonded the group’s senior members took place: Lennon’s mother Julia, who had grown increasingly close to her long-estranged son, was struck by a car while crossing Menlove Avenue in Woolton and killed. The tragedy further cemented the relationship of Lennon and McCartney, now both motherless.

As the skiffle craze waned in 1958, The Quarry Men edged toward rock ‘n’ roll; sometime that year, for themselves, they recorded Buddy Holly’s “That’ll Be the Day” and the McCartney composition “In Spite of All the Danger.” Work was infrequent, and members came and went, yet the group secured a brief run of 1959 dates at the Casbah Club, a local coffee bar owned by Mrs. Mona Best.
